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Executive Summary 

Beavers are gaining recognition for the ecosystem services they provide such as water 

storage during droughts,1 attenuation of flood peaks,2 and supporting sustained water flow 

release later in the season.3 By slowing water and trapping sediment, they significantly 

improve water quality4 and quantity.1,3 These processes help stabilize landscapes facing 

increasingly variable climate conditions and reduce wildfire risk by maintaining wetter, 

more fire-resistant habitats.5 In addition, beavers create essential habitat for a wide range 

of fish and wildlife species. The provision of ecosystem services provided by beavers means 

they are truly a nature-based solution to climate change. This has led to a growing interest 

in beaver relocation, moving nuisance beavers from one area to another for environmental 

benefits and restoration of degraded stream systems.  

The Miistakis Institute and Cows and Fish (Riparian Management Society) have been 

collaborating on the Working with Beavers project for over a decade, partnering with Alberta 

land managers (landowners, municipalities, First Nations communities, industry, provincial 

government agencies and non-governmental organizations) to realize positive watershed 

outcomes through increased awareness and participation in watershed restoration, 

providing training on coexistence tools, and researching new methods to support 

restoration and coexistence with beavers.  

This jurisdictional scan is part of a 2025 Alberta beaver relocation pilot project aimed at 

navigating regulatory requirements, identifying best practices, engaging supportive 

communities, and ultimately relocating beavers to appropriate habitats. The scan includes 

a literature and policy review of beaver relocation/translocation practices from other 

jurisdictions to inform an appropriate approach for consideration in Alberta.  

In Alberta, there is no specific policy addressing beaver relocation; however, beavers can be 

relocated using a research and collection licence strictly for research purposes. 6,7 However, 

unlike other species, there are no protocols for beaver handling and care.8  

In this scan, we focus on three key jurisdictions that have established beaver relocation 

policies: two in North America (California and Washington states), and one in Europe 

(Scotland). For each jurisdiction a summary section outlines the relocation context and 

policies that then provide lessons learned for the Alberta context. Five other jurisdictions 

with relocation policies and three alternative relocation resources provide additional 

context.  

The lessons learned for each key jurisdiction are summarized below. 

CALIFORNIA 

• Policy Integration Enhances Impact: California’s beaver program is embedded in 

climate resilience policy, demonstrating the value of linking beaver restoration with 

broader goals including drought and wildfire mitigation. This approach also enables 

alternative funding channels for beaver coexistence and relocation work.  
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• Structured Conflict Management: A tiered policy that prioritizes non-lethal tools 

before any relocation or removal actions are taken offers a clear, ethical approach 

to managing conflicts. 

• Centralized Leadership: California’s Beaver Restoration Program manages all 

relocations, ensuring high standards, consistency, and coordination—an effective 

model to consider for other jurisdictions. 

• Landowner Engagement and Site Assessment: California’s stepwise process for 

evaluating relocation sites builds trust and ensures ecological suitability. 

• Pilot Projects: Beginning with pilot projects allows lessons to be learned before 

scaling up towards long-term success. 

• Data-Driven Planning: California invests in modelling, mapping, and surveying to 

understand beaver presence and guide decisions, prioritizing evidence-based 

decision-making.  

• Depredation Permits Linked to Relocation Opportunities: Coordination of 

beaver damage (depredation) permit requests and relocation efforts provides a win-

win—offering a non-lethal solution for some conflicts while supplying beavers for 

restoration.  

 

WASHINGTON 

• Pilot-to-Policy Progression: Pilot projects offer a valuable way to gradually develop 

a beaver relocation program by allowing processes to be tested, refined, and 

improved before full implementation—helping to mitigate risks and build 

stakeholder confidence. Washington’s program followed this path, starting with a 

multi-year pilot (2019–2022) that demonstrated ecological benefits and operational 

feasibility. It ultimately led to formal adoption as state regulation (WAC 220-450-

230).  

• Clear Regulatory Framework: The program is grounded in specific legislation that 

outlines criteria for capture, care, release, accountability, and liability release—

offering a model to ensure transparency and compliance. 

• Training and Permitting: Washington builds capacity by only issuing permits to 

trained individuals for beaver relocation. They have developed a training and 

certification system to ensure relocators follow best practices, enhancing capacity. 

This expands the number of permitted relocators beyond government staff, an 

approach that leverages the expertise and commitment of certified organizations 

and individuals dedicated to advancing beaver conservation. 

• Habitat Suitability and Welfare First: Strict criteria for site selection, health 

screening, and family group relocation prioritizes animal welfare and ecological 

success. 
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• Landowner Consent and Community Engagement: Landowners and 

neighbouring property owners must approve releases; building trust and reducing 

conflict. 

• Data-Informed Monitoring: Although low-intervention, Washington's monitoring 

revealed strong early indicators of success, including increased surface water. Post-

release monitoring to assess outcomes and adaptation as needed are critical 

components.  

• Relocation as a Conflict Mitigation Tool: By tying relocation permits to conflict 

scenarios where mitigation has failed, Washington offers a regulated alternative to 

lethal control, within a hierarchical framework prioritizing coexistence.  

 

SCOTLAND 

• A Comprehensive Beaver Strategy: Scotland’s Beaver Strategy 2022–2045 9 aligns 

conservation, mitigation, and research, emphasizing the need for coordinated, 

multi-sector planning.  

• A Hierarchical Management Approach: Translocation is only considered in 

Scotland after accommodation and mitigation options are exhausted—offering a 

model for responsible decision-making especially when facing human-wildlife 

conflict. 

• Clear Licensing and Assessment Processes: Scotland’s licensing is guided by the 

Scottish Code for Conservation Translocations (based on IUCN standards), requiring 

detailed applications, stakeholder consultation, habitat assessments, and 

monitoring and mitigation plans.  

o The form provided by the Scottish Code for Conservation Translocations could 

be used as a beaver relocation pilot in Alberta.10 

• Animal Welfare and Post-Release Monitoring: Scotland’s protocols include 

mandatory disease screening, use of humane trap types, strict welfare standards, 

and long-term post-release monitoring.  

• Collaboration and Public Engagement: Scotland’s Beaver Strategy 2022–2045 9 was 

co-developed with 45 organizations and uses targeted stakeholder engagement. 

This collaborative model, including landowner outreach, lends to increased public 

trust.  

• Centralized Guidance and Resources: NatureScot provides expert guidance, 

funding support, and standard operating procedures. A centralized body to 

coordinate expertise, permit oversight, and data-sharing enhances consistency, 

reduces duplication of effort, and supports more effective and transparent 

translocation outcomes. 

• Pilot Programs Towards Long-Term Success: Scotland’s early beaver 

reintroduction efforts—such as the Scottish Beaver Trial—provided critical data, 
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stakeholder insights, and public awareness that informed the development of its 

current national strategy. By starting with small, scientifically monitored projects, 

Scotland was able to test and refine policies, assess ecological and social outcomes, 

and build institutional readiness. Launching well-documented pilot programs allows 

for learning-by-doing, building public trust, and shaping effective long-term 

relocation policies grounded in real-world experience. 

 

We combine and distill the lessons learned from each jurisdiction into recommendations 

for beaver relocation in Alberta (Figure 1).  

Figure 1: Recommendations for Beaver Relocation in Alberta 
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Insights from this jurisdictional scan, combined with pilot project results, will support 

updates to the Alberta Beaver Beneficial Management Practices (BMPs) that were developed 

to support beaver coexistence in Alberta. These outcomes will also be used to further 

refine and support recommendations for the Government of Alberta, advocating for 

improvements to the province’s relocation policies and promoting the adoption of 

effective, evidence-based beaver relocation guidance and other beaver beneficial 

management practices in the province. 

 

 

  

https://www.workingwithbeavers.ca/coexist_bmp.php
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Introduction 

Since the 16th century, beaver populations have been shaped by the fur trade and the 

widespread agricultural development that transformed much of North America. Indigenous 

Peoples of Turtle Island (North America) have held knowledge of the importance of beavers 

to healthy ecosystems since time immemorial. However, non-Indigenous peoples were less 

aware of their keystone importance, more recently labelling them as pests or nuisances at 

the human-beaver interface where conflicts such as flooding of infrastructure and crops 

often occur.  

In Alberta, most of our beaver populations were lost during the fur trade era. It is 

estimated that the fur trade era resulted in a beaver population loss of 90-97% across 

North America.11 There is common consensus that beaver populations are still only a 

fraction of what they once were. As a result, many streams in Alberta are still void of 

beavers and, where they are present, are often lethally removed due to conflict. Thus, 

Alberta is currently not fully realizing the ecological, social, and economic benefits afforded 

by the presence of beavers on the landscape.  

Now, in the face of a global climate crisis, a shift has happened, and beavers are regaining 

recognition of the ecosystem services they provide. Beaver ponds naturally store water 

during droughts,1 attenuate flood peaks,2 and support the sustained release of flows later 

in the season.3 By slowing water and trapping sediment, they significantly improve water 

quality4 and quantity.1,3 These processes help stabilize landscapes facing increasingly 

variable climate conditions and reduce wildfire risk by maintaining wetter, more fire-

resistant habitats.5 In addition, beavers create essential habitat for a wide range of fish and 

wildlife species.  

Research has shown that beavers provide a value of $930 CAD per hectare of beaver-

managed wetlands per year of ecosystem services including habitat and biodiversity 

provision, GHG sequestration, recreation, moderation of extreme weather events (floods 

and droughts), water purification, and increased water supply.12  

With enhanced interest in beavers as a nature-based solution to climate change, there has 

been an upswell of interest in beaver relocation, moving nuisance beavers from conflict 

areas for environmental benefits in other areas. Landowners play a critical role in this 

process, both as potential recipients of relocated beavers and as key partners to ensure 

suitable habitat conditions, long-term site stewardship, and local community acceptance. 

The Miistakis Institute and Cows and Fish (Riparian Management Society) have been 

collaborating on the Working with Beavers project for over a decade, partnering with Alberta 

land managers (landowners, municipalities, First Nations communities, industry, provincial 

government agencies and non-governmental organizations) to realize positive watershed 

outcomes through increasing awareness and participation in watershed restoration, 

providing training on coexistence tools, and researching new methods to support 

restoration and coexistence with beavers.  
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As part of this work, and in response to an increasing interest in beaver relocation, we 

identified key challenges and gaps associated with implementing relocation as a viable 

management tool in Alberta. This jurisdictional scan is part of a 2025 Alberta beaver 

relocation pilot project aimed at navigating regulatory requirements, identifying best 

practices, engaging supportive communities, and ultimately relocating beavers to 

appropriate habitats. The scan includes a literature and policy review of beaver 

relocation/translocation practices from other jurisdictions to inform an appropriate 

approach to be considered in Alberta. Insights from this review will support the Alberta 

Beaver Beneficial Management Practices (BMPs) that were developed to support beaver 

coexistence in Alberta. The outcomes—combined with lessons learned during the pilot—

will be used to develop recommendations for the Government of Alberta, advocating for 

improvements to the province’s relocation policies and promoting the adoption of 

effective, evidence-based BMPs. 

This jurisdictional scan builds on the Miistakis Institute’s 2015 report Beaver Restoration 

Across Boundaries.13 Since then, beaver relocation practices have evolved significantly, and 

this updated scan provides a current overview of beaver relocation policies and guidance 

from around the world, spanning local to national jurisdictions. 

For the purposes of this report, we will be using the terms relocation and translocation 

interchangeably, respecting the terms favoured by each jurisdiction. We define relocation 

and translocation as the intentional, human-assisted movement of wildlife from one 

location to another.14 Additional terms that are used include transplantation, 

reintroduction, and assisted migration. 

 

Alberta Regulatory Context 

In 2021, Miistakis created Challenges to Using Beaver Coexistence Tools in Alberta, a report 

focused on the barriers landowners meet when trying to coexist with beavers.14 One of the 

tools highlighted in this report was relocation. We found that the greatest challenge to 

managing beavers using relocation in Alberta was a lack of guidance and criteria for 

proper, regulated action.14 As described in the report, beaver relocations are occurring in 

Alberta without regulation and oversight, revealed through communications with 

landowners, municipal employees, problem-wildlife staff, trappers, and others.14 

Unregulated beaver relocation is concerning because it presents risks for the well-being of 

the individual animal, local beaver populations, and for the watershed it is introduced to.14 

There is also a social and economic risk, potentially introducing beavers to an area where 

they are not welcome or may cause infrastructure damage.14 

 

In Alberta, beavers are managed as a fur-bearing species under the Alberta Wildlife Act. 

The Alberta Government webpage on beaver human-wildlife conflict15 states: 

https://www.workingwithbeavers.ca/coexist_bmp.php
https://www.workingwithbeavers.ca/coexist_bmp.php
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“Beavers may be hunted and trapped without a licence and during all seasons on 

privately owned land by the owner or occupant of the land, or by a resident with 

written permission from the owner or occupant of the land. Additionally, beavers 

may be trapped under a Fur Management Licence during an open trapping season 

or by someone who holds a Damage Control Licence (this can be issued from any 

Fish and Wildlife Office). A Damage Control Licence authorizes the removal of 

beavers outside of normal trapping seasons. 

It is against the law to disturb or remove a dam (if a lodge is nearby), den or lodge 

without a Damage Control Licence on both private property and Crown Land. 

In some cases, federal approval may be required to breach or remove a lodge or 

dam.”15 

There is no specific policy addressing beaver translocation in Alberta.6 While the Wildlife Act 

and regulations allow for the movement of wildlife, it requires authorization through a 

Research Permit and Collection Licence.6,7 There is no specific class protocol for beavers 

within a Research Permit and Collection Licence.8 However, a Research Permit and 

Collection Licence would only apply in situations where the relocation was occurring for the 

purpose of research, and not for situations where relocation is intended for ecological 

restoration or conflict mitigation. Additional regulations and permits may apply in 

situations where the release site is located on First Nation’s, municipal, provincial, or 

national lands or parks.   

Applications for beaver relocation in-province are approved by the Government of Alberta’s 

Fish and Wildlife staff on a case-by-case basis. There is currently no publicly available 

provincial guidance specific to beavers, including humane handling, considerations for 

disease or genetics, or requirements related to recipient waters, habitat, or neighbouring 

landowners—all of which are important factors to address when undertaking beaver 

relocation. However, the Government of Alberta does provide care protocols for other 

classes of species such as greater sage grouse, ungulates, and amphibians, within Research 

and Collection Licences.8 We recommend developing a class protocol for beavers. 

The absence of clear guidance for beavers, coupled with growing public interest in 

coexisting and working with beavers to support watershed health, prompted the revision 

of beaver relocation considerations within the Alberta Beaver Beneficial Management 

Practices.16 It also informed the completion of this jurisdictional policy scan and the 

development of recommendations for the Government of Alberta—guiding safer, more 

effective beaver relocation practices that benefit both people and wildlife. 

 

Methods 

This jurisdictional scan was conducted using the Google search engine and a Mount Royal 

University Library search. Relevant resources occurred in the first three to five pages of 

results. 
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Search terms used: 

• Beaver relocation policy 

• Beaver relocation procedure 

• Beaver relocation guidelines 

• Beaver relocation best management practices 

• Beaver relocation regulations 

• Beaver translocation policy 

• Beaver translocation procedure 

• Beaver translocation guidelines 

• Beaver translocation best management practices 

• Beaver translocation regulations 

 

An additional search was conducted using Perplexity and Scite with the following initial 

prompt: 

• What jurisdictions have policy on beaver relocation or translocation? 

 

After we completed the preliminary searches, we selected jurisdictions based on a 

combination of the following: existence of legislated policy, the amount of information they 

contained related to beaver relocation and expert opinion. 

 

Results – Key Jurisdictions 

Formal policies or guidance on beaver management is limited among jurisdictions. Where 

they do exist, they are typically oriented toward lethal control, reflecting an approach that 

frames beavers primarily as nuisance or pest species. Few jurisdictions endorse non-lethal 

coexistence strategies, and even fewer explicitly support or encourage beaver relocation. 

However, this is beginning to change. As public awareness grows and decision makers 

increasingly recognize the ecological and climate benefits of beavers, more jurisdictions are 

starting to develop beaver relocation policies and frameworks that reflect this shift in 

perspective. 

Despite this emerging interest in relocation as a management tool, many jurisdictions and 

organizations continue to discourage or prohibit the practice due to a range of perceived 

and practical challenges. For example, Vermont (USA)17, Nova Scotia (Canada)18, and 

organizations such as the BC SPCA,19 Western Beavers Cooperative,20 and the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service - Wildlife Services21,22 

discourage or prohibit relocation of beavers. This is due to perceptions or real concerns 
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around cost and difficulty, disease transmission, animal welfare (injuries or death related to 

capture, holding, and release), lack of suitable habitat, existing high beaver populations, 

human conflict at the release site, and low relocation success resulting from mortality, 

beavers moving from site, and/or project restoration objectives not being achieved.17–22    

Whether relocating a single beaver or implementing a province-wide program, each effort 

must carefully address key considerations in advance. This underscores the need for clear 

policy and beneficial management practices and highlights the value of drawing on the 

experience of other jurisdictions to inform and strengthen Alberta’s approach to successful 

beaver relocation. 

We focused our scan on three jurisdictions that have beaver relocation policies in place: 

two in North America (California and Washington states) and one in Europe (Scotland). 

These jurisdictions have some of the most comprehensive guidance related to beaver 

relocation that has been developed following years of research, pilot projects, and 

advocacy and leadership from non-governmental organizations such as environmental 

non-profits or First Nations. For each jurisdiction, we provide a summary section outlining 

the relocation context and policies that is then used to provide lessons learned in an 

Alberta context. 

In addition to the three focal jurisdictions, a summary table of five additional jurisdictions 

with some form of beaver relocation policy or guidance is provided (Table 1-2). 

 

California, United States of America 

Context 

In California, beavers are classified as fur-bearing mammals and are subject to multiple 

Fish and Game Code (FGC) and California Code of Regulations (CCR) provisions. 

Recreational and commercial trapping of furbearers, including beavers, is prohibited. 

Landowners may apply for permits to address property damage (depredation) caused by 

beavers, but the use of non-lethal deterrents and exclusion methods is encouraged on 

their website by providing information and resources on coexistence solutions.23 

Depredation permits to kill beavers causing damage are available, but animals killed under 

such permits cannot be sold or shipped from the premises.24 Additionally, legal killing of 

beavers must follow specific regulations regarding season, location, and bag limits. Any 

activity that alters a waterway, including modifying a beaver dam or lodge, may require a 

Lake and Streambed Alteration (LSA) Agreement from the California Department of Fish 

and Wildlife (CDFW). For further details on the regulatory context, please visit the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife Beaver webpage.23 

California is one of the jurisdictional leaders in beaver management, bridging gaps 

between conflict management, with an emphasis on coexistence, and beaver-based 

restoration. The California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (CDFW) management and 

conservation of beavers is closely linked to their use of nature-based solutions to achieve 

state climate goals. 23 In 2022, CDFW was tasked with creating a Beaver Restoration 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Mammals/Beaver
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Mammals/Beaver
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Program (BRP), as part of Governor Newsom’s Initiative to Expand Nature-Based Solutions, 

with the purpose of supporting habitat restoration and species conservation, restoring 

ecosystem function, and improving climate change, drought, and wildfire resilience 

throughout the state.25 Funding for the BRP was approved by the California Legislature in 

2022.26 

In 2023, the CDFW implemented a Beaver Depredation Policy, formally issued by CDFW on 

June 5, 2023, as Departmental Bulletin 2023-02 (Appendix A). The policy mandates a tiered 

approach to beaver conflict management, prioritizing non-lethal deterrents and 

coexistence measures before lethal removal is considered.27 It also supports coordination 

between California’s Human-Wildlife Conflict Program and the BRP to facilitate 

translocation for restoration and reintroduction when appropriate. 27,28 

“The overarching goals of the BRP are to improve human-beaver coexistence, gather a 

comprehensive understanding of where, when, and how beavers can be utilized to 

restore ecosystem processes and habitats in California, communicate those findings in 

clear and meaningful ways, and with that knowledge, effectively utilize beavers as a tool 

(i.e., nature-based solution) in restoring and conserving habitats and watersheds in 

California.”23 

 

Key Elements for Relocation 

In California, only the BRP staff (CDFW) can relocate beavers. Landowners are able to 

receive relocated beavers; however they cannot apply to donate a beaver for relocation. 

Landowners with a beaver conflict submit a report to California’s incident reporting system. 

Then, the BRP and Human-Wildlife Conflict Program staff work together to review these 

conflicts to identify beavers suitable for translocation projects, focusing on situations 

where coexistence tools are not appropriate or feasible.23 

As of 2025, the program is continuing two translocation pilot projects, and anticipates 

conducting three types of translocation projects: 23 

• external requests on public and private lands, 

• internal projects on CDFW lands, and 

• CDFW-proposed or supported, large-scale/multi-landowner collaborations in priority 

watersheds. 

The process for external landowner projects is as follows: 23 

1. The landowner must complete the Beaver Restoration Project Proposal Form 29 with 

land and project details (Appendix A). 

2. CDFW conducts a release site suitability assessment30 that includes a detailed site 

assessment, ground truthing, and an evaluation of habitat suitability and potential 

for conflicts and risks (Appendix A). 

https://apps.wildlife.ca.gov/wir
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3. Each viable project will then have a capture and translocation plan created, 

consistent with CDFW’s Conservation Translocation Policy.  

4. Proposals are ranked and prioritized based on their potential ecological benefits. 

Not all projects will be viable or some may require remediation of issues (e.g., 

habitat improvements, conflict mitigation) or longer-term planning. Projects that are 

not selected in a given year will remain in consideration for subsequent years. 23  

CDFW sends out regular updates to a mailing list and posts to the Beaver Restoration 

Updates webpage. 31 They use this page and mailing list to connect with landowners and 

land managers interested in receiving translocated beavers and host workshops to walk 

them through the application process.31 This video highlights the recent efforts of the 

beaver relocation program pilot projects.23  

In addition to the relocation program, California’s beaver conservation efforts include 

conducting research, funding projects that benefit beavers, and enhancing knowledge of 

their current distribution and range. 23 A mapping and observation survey is underway to 

improve understanding of beaver presence in the state, as no comprehensive population 

survey has been conducted to date. 23 Additionally, the Beaver Restoration Assessment Tool 

(BRAT), a model that determines beaver dam building potential, is being run for the State 

(Molly Alves, personal communication, July 2, 2025). In 2025, CDFW plan to release their 

comprehensive beaver management plan, which will include the results of their ongoing 

efforts. 

 

Lessons Learned for the Alberta Context 

• Policy Integration Enhances Impact: California’s approach to beaver management 

is embedded in climate resilience policy, demonstrating the value of linking beaver 

restoration with broader goals including drought and wildfire mitigation. This also 

expands opportunities for funding beaver coexistence and relocation work.  

• Structured Conflict Management: A tiered policy that prioritizes non-lethal tools 

before relocation or removal offers a clear, ethical approach to managing conflicts. 

• Centralized Leadership Ensures Consistency: California’s Beaver Restoration 

Program manages all relocations, ensuring high standards, consistency, and 

coordination—an effective model to be considered by other jurisdictions. 

• Landowner Engagement and Site Assessment: California’s stepwise process for 

evaluating relocation sites builds trust and ensures ecological suitability. 

• Pilots Support Long-Term Success: Starting with pilot projects allows lessons to be 

learned before scaling up. 

• Data-Driven Planning: California invests in modelling, mapping, and surveying to 

understand beaver presence and guide decisions, prioritizing evidence-based 

decision-making.  

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Mammals/Beaver/Updates
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Mammals/Beaver/Updates
https://youtu.be/x0RHnIUY7qk?si=2Kfj1cFn5u6Hi_3j
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• Depredation Permits Linked to Relocation Opportunities: Coordinating beaver 

damage (depredation) permit requests and relocation efforts provides a win-win—

offering a non-lethal solution for some conflicts while supplying beavers for 

restoration.  
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Washington State, United States of America 

Context 

The state of Washington recognizes the role beavers play in maintaining the health of their 

watersheds and supports the appropriate use of relocation as a tool as “a natural 

mechanism for improving the environmental conditions in Washington's riparian 

ecosystems without having to resort to governmental regulation or expensive publicly 

funded engineering projects.” 32 

As with many other jurisdictions, Washington State manages their beavers as a fur-bearing 

species.33 A trapping licence during an open, regulated season is required to trap and 

harvest beavers.33 If a beaver is threatening human safety or causing property damage, the 

landowner (or employee) may live trap and relocate the beaver to another area of that 

property without a permit. However, a special permit is required for lethal trapping or for 

relocation to a different property and additional permits are required for removal or 

modification of a beaver dam (for regulatory details, visit the Washington Department of 

Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) beaver webpage).33 Information on their webpage includes 

detailed information on beaver coexistence options and resources to avoid the need for 

relocation or lethal management. 

Key Elements for Relocation 

In Washington, individuals are trained by WDFW staff to conduct relocations and currently, 

there are six people with permits to relocate beavers in the state. 34 The WDFW issues 

beaver relocation permits to these approved relocators, allowing the capture, transport, 

housing, and relocation of beavers. 34  

Permits are only granted when non-lethal mitigation has failed or is not feasible, when 

beavers pose a public safety risk, or when other irresolvable issues exist.34 The relocation 

of wild beavers in Washington is regulated to ensure ecological suitability and minimize 

nuisance issues.35 The permits for relocation are issued by the WDFW governed by specific 

permit requirements and restrictions outlined in Washington state administrative code 

WAC 220-450-23036 (WAC) (Appendix B). The program began as a pilot project in 2019 and 

transitioned to a permanent project when this WAC was enacted in December 2024,34 after 

a public hearing and comment period.37 The purpose of the beaver relocation permit is to 

allow citizens to relocate beavers while establishing criteria to: reduce lethal management, 

ensure humane care during the relocation process, and select suitable release sites to 

ensure success of the relocation. 36 

The WAC articulates clear requirements under the following categories: application 

requirements and general criteria; capture; housing and caretaking; release; and permit 

modification, suspension or revocation (Appendix B). 36 

Application requirements and general criteria  

• Must have access to a beaver husbandry facility that meets minimum 

standards. 

https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/species/castor-canadensis#regs-seasons
https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/species/castor-canadensis#regs-seasons
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• Must complete comprehensive training on beaver relocation in 

Washington.36 The 2022 curriculum for this program was developed by 

WDFW in partnership with Molly Alves with the Tulalip Tribes, Julie Nelson 

with the Methow Beaver Project, and Elyssa Kerr with Beavers Northwest.38 

• Must submit a detailed relocation plan. 

• Only beavers causing damage to infrastructure may be relocated. 

• Must submit an annual report using the designated report form, submitted 

by the date listed on the permit. Some information required in the report 

includes 

i. documentation of captured beavers that are lactating, 

ii. daily log of beaver observations (disease or injury monitoring) while in 

captivity, 

iii. copy of Landowner Attestation Forms (Appendix B). 

• Permittees cannot trap beavers within 2 miles of a permitted beaver 

relocation release site for two years after the release date. 

• The permittee is responsible for performing the habitat suitability 

assessment following instructions on the WDFW-approved site assessment 

form (Appendix B), selecting the site for release, and ensuring that post-

release monitoring is conducted by appropriately trained personnel. 

Capture 

• Captured beavers must be checked for lactation at the trap site as an 

indicator of kits, which must also be captured so the family can be relocated 

together. 

Housing and caretaking 

• Must be kept in approved beaver husbandry facility (subject to yearly WDFW 

inspection). 

• Beaver(s) to be kept for less than 14 days. 

• Reduce beaver conflict by housing distinct family groups separately. 

• Minimize contact with humans and domestic animals. 

• Observe daily for illness or injury. 

• Requirements for humane euthanasia if necessary. 

• Appropriate disposal of deceased beavers. 

• Use of ear tags and passive integrated transponder (PIT) tags, or temporary 

marking (e.g., non-toxic paint) only. 

Release 
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• Conduct a site evaluation of the property to receive beaver(s) and assess 

habitat suitability following WDFW protocols prior to capture, handling, and 

holding of beaver(s). The permittee may not conduct the capture before 

securing a release site for those animals. 

• Select sites that meet the following criteria: 

i. No current sign of beaver occupancy within 610 m (2000 feet) both 

upstream and downstream of the site. 

ii. No culverts, buildings, or infrastructure that may be impacted by 

flooding or beaver structures within 610 m (2000 feet) both upstream 

and downstream of the site. 

iii. No sign of heavy livestock or native ungulate presence within 610 m 

(2000 feet) both upstream and downstream of the site. 

iv. Does not include transport of beavers across the boundary between 

Eastern and Western Washington.  

v. Site assessed for habitat suitability criteria listed in RCW 77.32.585 – 

Release of Wild Beavers39 (see summary below with full details in 

Appendix B). 

1. Beavers can be released on public land or private lands with 

agreement from the property owner. 

2. WDFW may limit release to areas of the state where: 

- there is low probability of beavers becoming a nuisance 

or causing damage; 

- conditions exist for beaver to improve, maintain, or 

manage stream or riparian ecosystem functions; and 

- there is evidence of historic endemic beaver 

populations. 

3. WDFW may apply conditions to maximize relocation success or 

minimize risk, including consideration of stream gradient, 

water supply, stream geomorphology, adequacy of a food 

source, valley width, age of the beavers relocated, times of 

year for capture and relocation, requirements for the permit 

holder to initially provide supplemental food and lodge 

building materials. 

• The permittee must get a signed Landowner Attestation Form from the 

release site landowner, land manager, or their designee before any beaver 

can be captured for release on the property. This includes an agreement to 

gain approval from neighbouring property owners within one mile 

downstream of the release site. A formal agreement with a government or 
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tribal land management agency is acceptable in lieu of a Landowner 

Attestation Form for releases on public or tribal land. 

• Permittees may not be held liable for property damage caused by beaver 

released using a beaver relocation permit. 

Landowners can apply to receive relocated beavers. The application includes a habitat 

suitability assessment to determine if there are enough resources for beavers as well as 

suitable stream conditions, low risk of human-beaver conflict, and protection from 

predators (Appendix B - Release Site Suitability Assessment for Landowner 40).34 If there is 

suitable habitat, the landowner must notify neighbours of their intentions and ask if they 

would accept beavers should they move onto their property.34 If the neighbours agree, the 

landowner can then contact a permitted beaver relocator who will conduct their own 

habitat suitability assessment.34 If the permitted relocator approves, the landowner must 

complete a Landowner Attestation Form (Appendix B) and follow the permittee’s directions 

for the relocation.34 The Landowner Attestation Form clearly states that the landowner 

receiving the beaver acknowledges the risks including potential beaver mortality, property 

damage, transfer of invasive species, and will not hold WDFW liable.41   

In a status update (2019–2022), WDFW outlined the outcomes and lessons learned from 

the relocation permit pilot program.38 From 2019 to 2022, 33 permits were issued in 17 

counties, resulting in the relocation of 68 beavers that would otherwise have been lethally 

removed.38 While long-term survival is difficult to monitor due to the program’s low-

intervention approach (i.e., no tagging), initial post-release monitoring shows a 60% 

likelihood of detecting beaver sign one month after relocation.38 Preliminary GIS analysis 

indicates an 11% increase in surface water near release sites, suggesting positive ecological 

impacts.38 

 

Lessons Learned for the Alberta Context 

• Pilot-to-Policy Progression: Pilot projects offer a valuable way to gradually develop 

a beaver relocation program by allowing processes to be tested, refined, and 

improved before full implementation—helping to mitigate risks and build 

stakeholder confidence. Washington’s program followed this path, starting with a 

multi-year pilot (2019–2022) that demonstrated ecological benefits and operational 

feasibility. It ultimately led to formal adoption as state regulation (WAC 220-450-

230).  

• Clear Regulatory Framework: The program is grounded in specific legislation that 

outlines criteria for capture, care, release, accountability, and liability release—

offering a model to ensure transparency and compliance. 

• Training and Permitting Build Capacity: Only trained individuals can relocate 

beavers under permit. Developing a training and certification system to ensure 

relocators follow beneficial practices allows for enhanced capacity. This not only 

adds to the permitted relocators provided by government staff, it also leverages the 
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expertise and commitment of certified organizations and individuals dedicated to 

advancing beaver conservation. 

• Habitat Suitability and Animal Welfare: Strict criteria for site selection, health 

screening, and family group relocation prioritizes animal welfare and ecological 

success. 

• Landowner Consent and Community Engagement: Landowners and 

neighbouring property owners must approve releases—building trust and reducing 

conflict. 

• Data-Informed Monitoring: Although low-intervention, Washington's monitoring 

revealed strong early indicators of success, including increased surface water. Post-

release monitoring to assess outcomes and adaptation (as needed) are critical 

components.  

• Relocation as a Conflict Mitigation Tool: By tying relocation permits to conflict 

scenarios where mitigation has failed, Washington offers a regulated alternative to 

lethal control, within a hierarchical framework prioritizing coexistence.  
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Scotland 

Context 

Globally, there are two species of beavers: the Eurasian beaver (Castor fibre) and the North 

American beaver (Castor canadensis) that share similar ecological roles and behaviours.42 

This section focuses on the Eurasian beaver, a species native to Scotland but extirpated by 

the 16th century due to overharvesting for the fur trade.9,42 While the ecological and 

regulatory contexts of beavers in Scotland and Alberta differ significantly, Scotland offers 

valuable insights, having emerged as a leader in best practices for beaver relocation. 

Beaver reintroduction in Scotland began with feasibility assessments in the 1990s.9 In 2009, 

the Scottish Government authorized the Scottish Beaver Trial, a scientifically monitored 

reintroduction project evaluating ecological, hydrological, and public health impacts.9,43 

Concurrently, unlicensed beaver releases were reported, prompting additional research 

that, along with international findings, informed the Beavers in Scotland report to 

government in 2015.9,44 

In 2016, the Scottish Government committed to maintaining beavers in the wild, and in 

2019, the Eurasian beaver was formally designated a European Protected Species in 

Scotland.9 This was accompanied by a Beaver Management Framework addressing 

mitigation, licensing, and translocation.9 In 2021, policy shifted to actively promote beaver 

translocation to support population expansion.9,45 

In 2022, the Scotland’s Beaver Strategy 2022–2045 was launched, drawing on research and 

lived experiences to guide the restoration and management of an expanding beaver 

population.9 The strategy outlines a long-term vision and 10-year action framework 

focused on conservation translocation, management and mitigation, and research and 

innovation. 9,45 Developed collaboratively by stakeholders from multiple sectors, the 

strategy is supported by 45 organizations.45 and reflects both the aspirations and concerns 

of diverse interest groups.  

Scotland’s Beaver Strategy 2022–2045 outlines three main goals and associated actions 

(directly quoted as bullet points below) as they relate to beaver translocation.9  

Goal 1: Ensure sustained support and funding for all aspects of beaver 

translocation efforts. 

• “Maintain commitments by NatureScot to fund and support strategic assessment 

and specific practical elements associated with conservation translocations 

(trapping, transport, captive care, health screening), together with associated 

mitigation.” 

• “Maintain NatureScot funding for pre-mitigation in planned translocation sites and 

post-translocation mitigation where needed.” 
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• “Identify additional funding sources outside of NatureScot and government funding 

that could also be used to support those proposing beaver translocations and those 

affected by them.” 

• Publish conservation translocation case studies to inform the design of future 

projects.” 

 

Goal 2: Develop a strategic and adaptive approach to beaver conservation 

translocations that maximize ecological benefits while minimizing conflict with 

people and biodiversity. 

• “Use spatial assessment tools to identify interests and ground-truth this analysis.” 

• “Identify and fill knowledge gaps for other species of interest to inform spatial 

analysis.” 

• “Clear prioritisation of potential translocation sites.” 

• “Publish call for expressions of interest from identified priority sites.” 

• “Provide support for those interested in submitting translocation proposals in line 

with strategic guidance in seeking funding and expertise where required.” 

• “Engage with landowners to source beavers for translocation.” 

• “Undertake thorough, proportionate stakeholder engagement at potential release 

sites in line with strategic guidance on translocations.” 

• “Conduct trapping at relevant landowner properties.” 

• “Create and integrate Standard Operating Procedures to safeguard welfare into all 

translocation applications, with reference to the review of wild beaver welfare in 

Scotland being conducted by SAWC (the Scottish Animal Welfare Commission).” 

• “Apply disease screening based on existing DRA (Disease Risk Analysis) in 

translocation projects.” 

• “Integrate blood/tissue sampling into all translocations for genetic analyses and 

management with samples banked in a shared national public resource.” 

• “Integrate genetic data into planning for ongoing population management and 

future translocations, including from other European populations when required.” 

• “Ensure post-release monitoring included in   translocation planning (immediately 

after release and follow-up, including data specifically to allow an audit of the 

impact of mitigation procedures on beaver health and welfare), in line with existing 

licensing procedures.” 

• “Incorporate clear exit strategy into all translocation plans in case something goes 

wrong (for beavers, other organisms, or humans).” 
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Goal 3: Ensure a transparent, inclusive, and efficient translocation licensing 

process to build trust and engagement. 

• “Provide guidance to guide applications from appropriate and prioritized locations.” 

• “Produce clear, transparent guidance on what engagement is proportionate to a 

given translocation proposal for beavers.” 

• “Implement strategic assessment for proposed translocations into new catchments, 

in line with the Scottish Code for Conservation Translocations.” 

• “Produce publicly available decision documents for beaver translocation 

licences as standard practice.” 

Key Elements for Relocation 

Scotland’s Beaver Strategy 2022–2045 is intended to be used together with the Scottish Code 

for Conservation Translocations (the Code), which is based on the IUCN Guidelines for 

Reintroductions and Other Conservation Translocations.9 The Code gives guidance on when 

conservation translocations may be appropriate and the types of situations in which they 

may cause problems for wildlife, people, or the environment.10 The Code also provides a 

translocation project form (Appendix C) for those interested in conducting translocation 

projects in Scotland.10 To view a completed example of a conservation translocation 

proposal form for a beaver reintroduction project, see the Cairngorms Beaver 

Reintroduction Project’s submission.46 

Nature Scot, Scotland’s nature agency, is responsible for issuing licences for beaver 

translocations 47 and conducting environmental assessments of translocations to new 

catchments.48 Nature Scot outlines three situations in which translocation will be 

considered: 49 

1. Management translocation: Beavers causing negative impacts (e.g., human-wildlife 

conflict) requiring intervention. 

2. Conservation translocation: Beaver relocation is proposed to support a conservation 

project (e.g., a reintroduction).    

3. Welfare translocation: Beavers that are sick, injured, or orphaned are rescued and 

rehabilitated, then must be released at a location away from where they were 

found. 

The Interim guidance on NatureScot support for and assessment of beaver translocation 

projects provides specific translocation guidance.45 Any translocation application would be 

expected to include: 45 

• The Scottish Code for Conservation Translocations application form. 

• An assessment of release site suitability, including how many beaver territories are 

planned to be accommodated and whether a single release or a series of 

translocations is planned. Applications that are of a strategic nature and consider 

https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/protected-areas-and-species/protected-species/reintroducing-native-species/scottish-code-conservation-translocations
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/protected-areas-and-species/protected-species/reintroducing-native-species/scottish-code-conservation-translocations
https://cairngorms.co.uk/uploads/documents/REDACTED-A1334244-Scottish-Code-for-Conservation-Translocations-Project-proposal-form_Spey_Beaver_Translocation.pdf
https://cairngorms.co.uk/uploads/documents/REDACTED-A1334244-Scottish-Code-for-Conservation-Translocations-Project-proposal-form_Spey_Beaver_Translocation.pdf
https://www.nature.scot/doc/beavers-scotland-conservation-translocation-guidance-applicants-consultees-and-interested-parties
https://www.nature.scot/doc/beavers-scotland-conservation-translocation-guidance-applicants-consultees-and-interested-parties
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the potential for a program of beaver restoration in the wider catchment are 

preferred. 

• A stakeholder consultation/engagement report. 

• Where the application is not by the landowner, evidence of landowner 

permission(s). 

Nature Scot is developing standard protocols for disease risk assessment, welfare during 

translocation, and post-release monitoring. 45 To support potential applicants, NatureScot 

has also published a decision notice for translocation licence application 241208, outlining 

the assessment process, alignment with the Scottish Code for Conservation Translocations, 

and any additional licence conditions beyond the standard requirements.50 Details on 

release sites, trapping, health screening and tagging, and monitoring from this application 

are outlined here: 

Release sites 

o Are within previously assessed areas that need population increases and 

improved connectivity between populations.50 

o Are low risk of human-beaver conflict.50 

o Promote genetic diversity of the population.50 

o Surveyed and found to be unoccupied by beavers. 50 

Trapping 

o Trapping, transporting and releases must avoid kit dependency period (April 

1 to August 16). 50 

o Bavarian beaver traps must be used to keep the beaver safe and secure until 

the relocators can collect it.51 These are the only live trap type permitted for 

beavers in Britain due to welfare considerations.51 

o Traps to be checked daily51 

o Traps must include a sign indicating that it is a legally set trap, explain why 

it’s being used, that it follows animal welfare guidelines, and includes contact 

information of the licence holder.51 

Health Screening and Tagging 

o Health screening of the beaver must be conducted following NatureScot’s 

internal protocol.50  

o The Beaver Trust, an organization that supports and translocate beavers in 

Scotland, outlines recommended health screening they undertake for 

translocation: 

▪ Beavers held at a purpose-built facility at Five Sisters Zoo. 51 

▪ Weight and body measurements to determine age. 52 
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▪ Sexing. 52 

▪ Fecal sample to test for diseases and parasites. 52 

▪ Blood sample from tail, to test for genetics and diseases. 52 

o Passive Integrated Transponders (PIT) must be inserted to monitor beavers 

post-release and to enable future, potentially post mortem, identification. 50,52 

Monitoring (varies between projects) 

o Monitor beaver occupancy for 2–5 years post-release to assess survival and 

whether new territories are established.50,53  

o Relocation project managers regularly review monitoring data and provide 

lessons learned in reporting. 53 

o Monitoring results are to be shared with adjacent landowners. 53 

 

Lessons Learned for the Alberta Context 

• Develop a Comprehensive Beaver Strategy: Scotland’s Beaver Strategy 2022–2045 9 

aligns conservation, mitigation, and research, emphasizing the need for 

coordinated, multi-sector planning.  

• Adopt a Hierarchical Management Approach: Translocation is only considered in 

Scotland after accommodation and mitigation options are exhausted—providing a 

model for responsible decision-making especially when facing human-wildlife 

conflict. 

• Establish Clear Licensing and Assessment Processes: Scotland’s licensing is 

guided by the Scottish Code for Conservation Translocations (based on IUCN 

standards), requiring detailed applications, stakeholder consultation, habitat 

assessments, and monitoring and mitigation plans.  

o The form provided by the Scottish Code for Conservation Translocations could 

be used for a pilot project for relocation in Alberta.10 

• Prioritize Animal Welfare and Post-Release Monitoring: Scotland’s protocols 

include mandatory disease screening, use of humane trap types, strict welfare 

standards, and long-term post-release monitoring.  

• Encourage Collaboration and Public Engagement: Scotland’s Beaver Strategy 2022–

2045 9 was co-developed with 45 organizations and uses targeted stakeholder 

engagement. This collaborative model, including outreach to landowners, lends to 

increased public trust.  

• Provide Centralized Guidance and Resources: NatureScot offers expert guidance, 

funding support, and standard operating procedures. A centralized body to 

coordinate expertise, permit oversight, and data sharing enhances consistency, 
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reduces duplication of effort, and supports more effective and transparent 

translocation outcomes. 

• Pilot Programs Build Foundations for Long-Term Success: Scotland’s early beaver 

reintroduction efforts, such as the Scottish Beaver Trial, provided critical data, 

stakeholder insights, and public awareness that informed the development of its 

current national strategy. By starting with small, scientifically monitored projects, 

Scotland was able to test and refine policies, assess ecological and social outcomes, 

and build institutional readiness. Launching well-documented pilot programs allows 

for learning-by-doing, building public trust, and shaping effective long-term 

relocation policies grounded in real-world experience. 
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Results – Additional Jurisdictions 

Many other jurisdictions undertake beaver relocation with varying degrees of supporting policy and regulation. In Table 1 we 

include examples to highlight additional considerations.  

Policies and practices are subject to change and may vary by project or permit conditions. 

Table 1: Additional Jurisdictions with Beaver Relocation Policies or Guidance 

Jurisdiction Relocation Context Relocation Insights 

British 

Columbia, 

Canada 

The Government of British Columbia, Ministry of Forests, 

Lands and Natural Resource Operations, Fish and Wildlife 

branch, authorizes all wildlife translocations and has a 

Procedure Manual in place.54 However, it is unclear if this 

Procedure applies to beaver relocation as it is not explicitly 

stated. It is reasonable to assume that similar requirements 

would apply for beaver relocation applications.  

A provincial Wildlife Act permit and relocation plan are required 

by the Government of British Columbia.55 Relocation will only 

be considered by the Government if an appropriate release 

site can be identified and confirmed by a wildlife biologist, and 

the Ministry of Environment accepts the relocation plan.55  

The City of Port Moody, British Columbia, Canada developed a 

beaver management plan in 2019, which includes relocation as 

a management technique. However it identifies relocation as a 

less favourable technique due to high beaver population 

numbers in the local area, low survival of relocated beavers, 

high probability of relocated beavers moving from release site, 

and the rapid recolonization of beavers at the conflict site.55  

• Relocation in British Columbia is 

uncommon. 

• City of Port Moody, BC, included 

relocation as part of their beaver 

management plan. 

• A beaver relocation project was recently 

completed, moving nuisance beavers 

from Pass Creek to the lower Duncan 

floodplain.56 After the project, project 

partners provided high-level 

documentation of their planning and 

permitting process as well as their 

relocation protocol.56 Their permit 

application was submitted to Front 

Counter BC for the capture, handling 

and disease/parasite sampling of the 

beavers. Wildlife Act and Animal Care 

permits were granted and the project 

completed within the year.56  
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Jurisdiction Relocation Context Relocation Insights 

Montana, 

United States 

of America 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) regulates and permits 

beaver management in the state, including transplantation 

(i.e., relocation).57 Relocation is seen as a last resort when 

beavers cannot naturally recolonize the site.57 Only “FWP 

personnel or those authorized and subsequently supervised 

by FWP” can conduct relocation.57 

There is no formal policy in place for relocating beavers in 

Montana. However there was an approved Proposed Policy for 

a local restoration project that “outlines the procedures used 

in FWP-initiated projects” that could be applied as an example 

of conditions for beaver relocation in Montana.57 

Beavers and Their Role in Riparian Restoration in Montana was 

created in 2023 by Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) to 

guide, “individuals and organizations in Montana looking to 

undertake stream restoration that involves beavers, either as a 

short-term or long-term project component.”57 Specific 

requirements for relocation projects, including scenarios 

where they would be approved and protocols for relocation 

are outlined in the document’s appendix.57 

• There are five forms of beaver 

restoration considered in the document 

Beavers and Their Role in Riparian 

Restoration in Montana: conflict 

management, changes to land 

management, beaver mimicry, 

encouraging natural colonization, and 

beaver transplants (i.e., relocation). 57 

• Beavers and Their Role in Riparian 

Restoration in Montana incorporates the 

Beaver Restoration Assessment Tool 

(BRAT) model and other surveys to help 

determine suitable beaver restoration 

sites.57  

• Beavers and Their Role in Riparian 

Restoration in Montana includes multiple 

decision-making flow charts, project 

planning and maintenance, and 

monitoring resources. It also includes 

detailed information on beaver-based 

restoration effects on other species. 57 

• The Protocol for Translocation Beavers 

in Montana, described in Beavers and 

Their Role in Riparian Restoration in 

Montana, is one of the most robust 

publicly available protocols for 

relocation.  



 

 JURISDICTIONAL SCAN OF BEAVER RELOCATION POLICY 29 

Jurisdiction Relocation Context Relocation Insights 

New Mexico, 

United Stated 

of America 

New Mexico Department of Game and Fish (NMDGF) created 

Project Guidelines – Beavers in New Mexico: Coexistence and 

Relocation in 2025, which outlines the benefits of beavers and 

strategies to coexist including the use of relocation.58 The 

guidelines encourage the use of beaver coexistence strategies 

before relocation (i.e., a mitigation hierarchy). 58,59 Where 

coexistence is not feasible, the NMDGF supports relocation as 

part of a beaver conservation strategy in New Mexico and is 

the issuing authority for relocation permits.58 

NMDGF Conservation officers are responsible for assessing 

the situation to determine if relocation is a suitable option for 

a conflict situation. They will then determine if a relocation site 

is available and if so, will live trap the beavers and relocate 

them to the release site. 58 

NMDGF biologists should be consulted before relocation 

occurs to address disease risk and impacts on species at risk.58 

NMGFD has an interest in short- and long-term monitoring of 

relocation success and effects.58 

 

• Guidelines outline the benefits of using 

beaver mimicry (beaver dam analogues 

and post-assisted log structures) and 

willow plantings to restore degraded 

systems. This promotes natural beaver 

recolonization and provides functional 

habitat for relocated beavers.58 They 

also explain that having a conservation-

orientated grazing management plan in 

place can support beavers and riparian 

restoration.58  

• New Mexico has several beaver 

organizations that operate in the state 

and support beaver coexistence efforts 

— Defenders of Wildlife and the New 

Mexico beaver project.58 

• Defenders of Wildlife have created a 

Beaver Habitat Mapper, a statewide 

interactive map to support land 

managers in coexistence and relocation 

efforts.58,59 

• Guidelines highlight the importance of 

release site criteria such as 

neighbourhood support, low-gradient 

streams, unconfined valleys, abundant 

food and building materials, persistent 

water availability, no current beaver 

occupancy, and avoiding saline areas.58   

https://defenders.org/regions/southwest
https://nmbeaverproject.org/
https://nmbeaverproject.org/
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d77ed2b5d1754cc58ef8b660087dd969&extent=-12622333.3839%2C3728743.8311%2C-11056903.0446%2C4474769.2272%2C102100
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Jurisdiction Relocation Context Relocation Insights 

• Having clear and concise guidelines 

from the state game and fish 

department supports implementation 

of beaver management hierarchy and 

builds public trust and understanding.  

Oregon, United 

States of 

America 

The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) is the 

permitting authority for beaver relocation in the state.60 They 

created Requirements for Relocation of Beaver in Oregon that 

clearly outlines the regulatory process as well as detailed 

requirements and recommendations (beneficial management 

practices) for capture, release, and handling and transport, to 

improve relocation success.60 The document also includes the 

Application and Post-Release Monitoring Report, and Beaver 

Capture/Handle Report forms, all of which are required to 

obtain a relocation permit, called a Live Trap and Transport 

Permit.60  

In 2023, ODFW created a 3-year action plan “to advance the 

protection and restoration of beaver habitat and beaver-

modified habitat” across the state.61 They have mapped 

specific areas where they plan to implement various actions 

outlined in the document.61 

In June 2025, Oregon Senate formally recognized the 

restorative role beavers play in ecosystems by passing a House 

Bill to close beaver hunting and trapping on impaired public 

lands waterways; relying on beaver as a means to restore 

these waterways.62   

The City of Portland created their own Beaver Management 

Plan that includes relocation as a management option.63 The 

• ODFW created a 10-page, publicly 

available document that clearly outlines 

the regulatory process as well as 

detailed requirements and 

recommendations for capture, release, 

and handing and transport.60 They also 

provided the required forms for permit 

application (including site assessment) 

and reporting within this document.60 

• ODFW encourages relocation applicants 

to work with local Watershed Councils 

or other groups that have experience or 

projects relocating beavers in the area.60 

• The relocation permitting process is 

flexible, allowing for single permits, or 

abridged processes in long-term 

relocation programs.60 

• City of Portland, OR, provides a good 

example of relocation being included as 

part of a beaver management plan. 

They have created a 5-year 

translocation pilot program.  
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Jurisdiction Relocation Context Relocation Insights 

plan aligns with state beaver regulations and relocation 

requirements.63 The City also partnered with ODFW and others 

to conduct a pilot beaver translocation program and run a 

holding facility.64 

Utah, United 

States of 

America 

Beavers are classified as protected wildlife in Utah, with an 

open trapping season from October to early April.65 Removal 

of damage-causing beavers is allowed year-round under 

permit from the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources (UDWR), 

who is responsible for beaver management in the state.65,66 

The state has a Beaver Management Plan that provides 

direction for beaver management “and where appropriate 

expand the current distribution to historic range.”65  

Utah State University runs a Beaver Ecology & Relocation 

Collaborative program to support relocation efforts and 

conduct research to improve relocation success.67  

 

 

• Relocation is included as a tool for 

watershed restoration in the Utah 

Beaver Management Plan.65 The Protocol 

for Live Trapping, Holding and 

Transplanting Beaver was developed and 

nuisance beavers have since been 

successfully relocated to watersheds 

throughout the state.65 Relocation as an 

objective for watershed restoration also 

includes the use of the Beaver 

Restoration Assessment Tool (BRAT) to 

assist in site selection to improve 

relocation success.65 They also 

encourage conservation-oriented 

grazing management within beaver 

habitat, among other 

recommendations.65 

• Utah State University’s Beaver Ecology & 

Relocation Collaborative program 

supports relocation efforts by offering 

live trapping, transport, care, and 

release of nuisance beavers, and has a 

specialized transport trailer and holding 

facility called the Beaver Bunkhouse.67 
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Jurisdiction Relocation Context Relocation Insights 

The program also conducts research on 

improving relocation success conducted 

by Utah State University.67  

• The specified relocation trailer can be 

used for holding and transporting 

beavers for projects far from the 

bunkhouse and for out-of-state 

relocation projects.68 

• UDWR requires a 72-hour quarantine 

period for relocated beavers to reduce 

the risk of spreading disease and to 

ensure entire families are captured.68 

 

Results – Resources 

In addition to information provided in each of the jurisdictions in this review, Table 2 highlights several key resources and 

organizations that provide guidance on beaver relocation, offering practical protocols, lived experience, and lessons learned.  

Table 2: Beaver Relocation Resources 

Beaver Relocation Resource Relocation Insights 

Beaver Restoration Guidebook69 

A highly regarded resource for all aspects of beaver management. This 

resource has been mentioned by multiple jurisdictions and organizations as 

an important resource. Chapter 5 focuses on beaver relocation.  

Methow Beaver Project70 
This is considered to be one of the largest and most successful relocation 

projects in North America.57 

https://www.fws.gov/media/beaver-restoration-guidebook
https://methowbeaverproject.org/what-we-do/beaver-relocation/
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Beaver Relocation Resource Relocation Insights 

Includes a widely used Habitat Scoring sheet, Methow Beaver Project Release 

Site Score Card, for release site selection (page 59 of the Beaver Restoration 

Guidebook).69 

Contributed to the development of The Beaver Restoration Guidebook 

Version 2.02, where they outline many relocation protocols.69  

The Methow Beaver Project is based in Washington State, where they are 

one of a few permitted beaver relocators. 34 

The project uses a fish hatchery as their beaver holding facility.70 All beavers 

are weighed, measured, and PIT tagged.70 

Beaver Trust51 

Located in the United Kingdom, the Beaver Trust is one of the world’s 

leading organizations on beaver reintroduction and animal welfare, with 

staff that have published research on aspects of beaver relocation such as 

captive care and welfare considerations for beavers.71  

The Beaver Trust participated in the development of Scotland’s Beaver 

Strategy 2022–2045.9 

 

 

 

https://beavertrust.org/our-work/beaver-management/beaver-trapping-and-translocation/
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Recommendations for Beaver Relocation in 
Alberta 

Drawing on experience from leading jurisdictions such as California, Washington, and 

Scotland, this section provides key recommendations to inform and guide the development 

and application of a beaver relocation strategy in Alberta. These lessons highlight the 

importance of structured, science-based, and collaborative strategies that prioritize animal 

welfare, ecological integrity, and community engagement. We further identify the key roles 

played by state or provincial fish and wildlife agencies in creating plans, guidelines, and/or 

protocols to guide beaver management and riparian restoration. Albertans are ready for 

the province to lead development of a beaver management approach and the following 

recommendations will support Alberta in creating a thoughtful, effective, and scalable 

framework for beaver translocation. 

 

1. Adopt a Tiered Management Approach 

The jurisdictions reviewed emphasize a management decision hierarchy: promote 

coexistence first, then consider relocation, with lethal removal as a last resort. The 

Alberta Beaver Beneficial Management Practices provide information regarding 

available beaver management tools with the goal of improving implementation of 

beaver coexistence tools in Alberta, such as pond levellers, culvert protectors and 

tree wiring.16 

We recommend developing a framework such as a beaver management plan that 

clearly articulates a tiered management approach. A beaver management plan 

could be created at any decision-making level including federal, provincial, regional 

(by way of the Alberta Land Stewardship Act66 or other legislation), municipal, or 

community. 

This approach models responsible and transparent decision-making, while reducing 

human-wildlife conflict and the use of lethal control.  

 

2. Start Small, Learn, then Scale 

Pilot projects are a critical first step for testing relocation procedures, refining 

policies, and building stakeholder trust. All three jurisdictions—California, 

Washington, and Scotland—used pilot efforts as a foundation for broader strategies 

or formal regulations. Alberta should adopt a similar approach by documenting 

lessons learned from early relocations to guide the development of a 

comprehensive, long-term Beaver Management Strategy. 

 

https://workingwithbeavers.ca/coexist_bmp.php
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3. Ensure Centralized Oversight 

A dedicated provincial body or program ensures consistent standards, guidance, 

data collection, and permit management. Alberta would benefit from a coordinating, 

centralized authority that considers the following options: 

a. Relocations are conducted by Alberta Fish and Wildlife staff  

• A F&W Maintains control of relocations. Ensures high standards, 

consistency, and coordination. 

• This position or team would be responsible for all beaver relocation 

efforts in the province, leading to efficiencies and clarity in the 

program implementation for government staff in multiple 

departments and landowners applying to donate or receive a beaver. 

• Funding would be required to support a provincial program, leading to 

job creation. 

• Supports a streamlined site assessment process for the province. 

b. Relocations are conducted by approved and trained organizations or 

individuals  

• A provincial training and certification system would ensure that 

relocators follow best practices.  

• This would also allow for enhanced capacity by increasing the number 

of permitted relocators beyond government staff while leveraging the 

expertise and commitment of certified organizations and individuals 

dedicated to advancing beaver conservation. 

• Permit conditions would need to be clearly outlined by the 

Government of Alberta to ensure permit applications have the 

required information and considerations. 

• Each application is reviewed and approved by the Government of 

Alberta, who holds decision-making authority on granting permits.  

c. Relocations are conducted by organizations or individuals under conditions 

identified in a permit 

• Permit conditions would need to be clearly stated by the Government 

of Alberta to ensure permit applications have the required 

information and considerations. 

• Each application is reviewed and approved by the Government of 

Alberta, who holds decision-making authority on granting permits.  

Additional considerations for centralized oversight include: 

a. Consider developing a centralized, digital Damage Control Licence (DCL) 

system that streamlines the application process for landowners while 
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enabling a provincial beaver team to review requests and respond with 

consistent, informed recommendations. Examples include tiered 

management approach, coexistence tools, relocation opportunities, or 

issuing a lethal Damage Control Licence when necessary.  

b. A digital platform would improve efficiency, ensure consistency across the 

province, and reduce the administrative burden. Additionally, it could notify 

permitted relocators of DCLs issued near potential release sites, creating a 

valuable opportunity to identify candidate beavers for relocation efforts, 

turning conflict situations into restoration opportunities. 

 

4. Link to Broader Goals 

Embedding beaver restoration in climate resilience, biodiversity, and water 

management objectives—like in California and Scotland—can unlock funding, raise 

political and public support, and increase relevance to Alberta’s environmental goals 

(e.g., drought, flood, and wildfire mitigation). 

 

5. Create Transparent, Science-Based Permitting 

Scotland’s licensing follows IUCN guidelines and includes clear application 

requirements, stakeholder consultation, and animal welfare protocols. Alberta could 

use the Scottish process—particularly the translocation form (Appendix C)—as a 

model for pilot projects. Alberta could also undertake a similar guideline 

development process, as outlined in Scotland’s Beaver Strategy 2022–2045,9 to create 

guidelines tailored to Alberta.  

Additional recommendations related to permitting: 

a. A clear framework that outlines criteria for capture, care, release, 

accountability, and liability to ensure transparency and compliance. 

b. Policies can include liability releases to protect the province, as seen in 

Washington State and other jurisdictions. 

c. Within Research and Collection Licences the Government of Alberta provides 

care protocols for classes of species such as greater sage grouse, ungulates, 

and amphibians.8 We recommend developing a class protocol for beavers as 

one currently does not exist. 

d. Improve language clarity related to beaver management on the Government 

of Alberta’s Human-wildlife Conflict – Beavers webpage.15 For instance, in the 

sentence: “It is against the law to disturb or remove a dam (if a lodge is      

nearby), den or lodge without a Damage Control Licence on both private 

property and Crown Land.”15 The term “nearby” needs to be defined. We 
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recommend that “nearby” be defined as a set distance upstream 

(Washington State specifies 610 m [2000 feet]) or within the same waterbody.  

 

6. Coordinate Damage Control Licences with Relocation Efforts 

Both California and Washington State tie depredation (damage) permits to potential 

relocation opportunities, turning conflict situations into restoration benefits. Alberta 

could adopt a similar dual-purpose system. Below we suggest some considerations 

for sourcing beavers used in relocations: 

a. Source beavers from areas of conflict where mitigation, such as pond 

levellers or culvert protectors, is not feasible. This could include sites where 

conflict has been reported by the landowner or in Wildlife Damage Control 

Licences by regional Fish and Wildlife officers. 

b. At the 2024 BeaverCon conference, hosted by the Beaver Institute, there was 

a panel discussion on beaver relocation and translocation. Panelists were 

asked how they source nuisance beavers72. Most of the panelists, spanning 

seven different jurisdictions, responded that the governing agency who 

issues nuisance removal licences contacts the relocator, or less frequently, 

the landowners themselves will contact the relocator.72 The Government of 

Alberta could adopt a process where Damage Control Licences are 

considered as source beaver populations for relocation programs. 

 

7. Prioritize Animal Welfare and Ecological Suitability 

All jurisdictions require strict health screening, family group relocation, and careful 

site selection. Alberta should embed these best practices to ensure welfare and 

ecological success. The Alberta Beaver Beneficial Management Practices16 will include 

considerations for relocations following completion of a pilot relocation project in 

2026.   

 

8. Invest in Data and Monitoring 

Mapping, site assessments, and post-release monitoring are critical for evaluating 

success and adapting policy. Alberta should support knowledge building and 

commit to tracking ecological outcomes. Examples of this could include: 

a. Conducting Alberta-wide assessment of potential beaver habitat or dam-

building capacity using tools such as the Beaver Restoration Assessment Tool 

(GIS-based, dam-building capacity model). 

b. Data-Informed Monitoring. For example, Washington’s monitoring revealed 

strong early indicators of success, including increased surface water. Alberta 

https://workingwithbeavers.ca/coexist_bmp.php


 

 JURISDICTIONAL SCAN OF BEAVER RELOCATION POLICY 38 

should include post-release monitoring in its program to assess outcomes 

and adapt as needed.   

 

9. Engage Landowners and Communities 

Scotland, California, and Washington State require landowner and neighbouring 

landowner consent, fostering collaboration and transparency. Alberta should 

consider adopting an engagement model where relocation permittees obtain 

landowner and neighbouring landowner permissions at release sites to ensure 

social acceptance and reduce future conflicts. 

Figure 1: Recommendations for Beaver Relocation in Alberta  
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Conclusions 

There is increasing interest in beaver relocation in Alberta. This is driven by growing 

recognition among land managers of the ecological benefits beavers provide such as 

drought resilience and wildfire mitigation, as well as public demand for non-lethal 

management alternatives.  

Despite existing regulations that discourage relocation, it is occurring without oversight or 

authorization, raising concerns for both ecosystem integrity and public trust. Improved 

regulation that is clear, consistent, mutually beneficial and accessible could stop this. 

Whether relocating an individual beaver or launching a province-wide program, careful 

planning of capture, care, release, and long-term accountability is essential. This 

underscores the need for clear policy direction and beneficial management practices 

grounded in science and the experiences of other jurisdictions.   

The lessons from this jurisdictional scan suggest that a successful Alberta beaver relocation 

policy should be strategic, science-based, animal welfare-focused, and co-developed with 

stakeholders from the outset. 
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Appendix A: California 

Beaver Depredation Policy27 
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Beaver Restoration Project Proposal Form29  
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CDFW Beaver Restoration Program – Release Site Suitability Assessment30 
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Appendix B: Washington 

WAC 220-450-230: Beaver Relocation Permits—Requirements and 
Restrictions36 
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RCW 77.32.585: Release of wild beavers 
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Appendix C: Scotland 

Translocation Project Form from The Scottish Code for Translocations – Best 
Practice Guidelines for Conservation Translocations in Scotland Version 1.110 
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